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Claims 1-19, 26-29 and 35-38 have been cancelled. The active claims are 20-25, 
30-34 and 39-52 of which 39-52 are newly submitted. 
Claims 20-25 and 30-34 are allowed. 

Claims 39-52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

With respect to claim 39, it is not clear what are in the number field and the range 
field and how they are related to the first VM logical value. It is not clear how the values 
and the fields in the NVM and the VM as processed by the repetitive steps would create 
a series of unique identifiers comprising the number field and the range field. It is not 
" seen why and how the number field would contain all of a second VM logical value. It is 
not clear how the step of stepping the bit string (step 3) is related to the other steps and 
to creating unique identifiers. It is not clear how each of the unique identifiers as created 
is different from the others. 

With respect to the dependent claims, it is not clear how the steps as recited 
therein are related to the steps of their parent claims and in what order with respect to 
the steps of their parent claims the steps in the dependent claims are executed. 
Following the steps as recited in the claims does not create a series of unique 
identifiers. Further with respect to the dependent claims, it is not clear what is meant by 
"when contents of the VM are lost". See claims 40 and 42 for example. 

Claims 46-52 have similar defects. Further with respect to claim 46, there is no 
functional relationship between the two memories. 
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Figure 5 depicts Applicants' invention. However, independent claims 39 and 46 
do not correspond to the drawing. Applicants are requested to identify the components 
of claims 39-52 in Figure 5. 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 46-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Johnson (USP 7,107,276) in view of Kanai (USP 5,748,985). 

See at least column 1 , line 65-67; column 7, line 3-5; column 8, line 28-30; items 
S1 140 of Figure 4; Item 380 and 375 of Figure 7; items 510 and 530 of Figure 8, and 
claims 13 and 22 in Johnson. Johnson teaches: 

The unique identifier generator in Johnson includes either a volatile or non- 
volatile memory to store a value (column 7 line 3-5 and column 8 line 28-30) and an 
incrementor (column 1 line 65-67, claim 13 and 22). Unique identifiers are generated by 
incrementing the value stored in the memory. The only difference is that the unique 
identifier generator of Johnson does not have a backup memory. In the event a volatile 
memory is used instead of a non-volatile memory, the generator would not function 
properly if power is lost. However, Kanai teaches using a non-volatile memory as a 
backup. From the teaching of Kanai, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use a non-volatile for resetting the value in the volatile memory of 
Johnson so that the unique identifier generator can be recovered from power lost. 
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For the reasons set forth in the Section 1 12, rejection, no statement can be made 
as to whether Johnson and Kanai are applicable to claims 39-45 and 49-52. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DAVID Y. ENG whose telephone number is 571-272-3984. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 8AM to 3PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, SALEH NAJJAR, can be reached on 571-272-4006. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent n 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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